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 Received IPAA’s special recognition for “25 Years of Outstanding Legal 
Representation,” having saved industry an estimated $25 billion. (This 
figure is based on government numbers, so the range of savings is 
between $1.5 trillion and about $104.35.)

 Enjoys beating up on the Interior Department’s Office of Natural Resources 
Revenues. Calls it “whuppin’ the tail that tries to wag the dog.”

 Has litigated a lot. He once left in the middle of a speech saying “I’ve gotta
go sue somebody.”

 Advises on and litigates over compliance with EPA and Interior Department 
regulations.

 Has published many articles, but we don’t recommend you read any of 
them.
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For the Scrabble Players
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It’s our quadrennial quarrel of quirky, quipless,
quivering semi-quadrupeds with their quondam quilled
but still quirky quacks in the media in their quenchless
quest to quadruple our annual quittance to our
quagmired government, while they silence our queries
with their querulous quotations. And we, in our queasy
quandary, cry out like Richard the Third “My Kingdom
for a Quaalude.



People of the State of New York v. Exxon Mobil 
Corp. (N.Y. Sup. Ct. Dec. 10, 2019)
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Nothing in this opinion is intended to absolve
ExxonMobil from responsibility for contributing to
climate change through the emission of
greenhouse gases in the production of its fossil
fuel products. . .

But ExxonMobil is in the business of producing
energy, and this is a securities fraud case, not a
climate change case.



The Kids’ Climate Suit (Juliana v. U.S., No. 18-
36082, Op. Jan. 17, 2020)

• 2-1 ruling that federal courts don’t have the ability to fashion the remedy 
the plaintiffs seek: 

– to direct the government cease permitting and subsidizing fossil fuel use and to 
prepare a plan to “draw down harmful emissions.” Even though the “plaintiffs in this 
case have presented compelling evidence that climate change has brought that eve 
[of destruction] nearer.”

• Dissent (Hon. Josephine L. Staton, Los Angeles, by designation). Each 
citizen has a constitutional right to a republican form of government in 
perpetuity.

– This right is “structural and implicit in our constitutional system.” Climate change 
threatens our nation’s survival, infringing plaintiffs’ “right to be free from irreversible 
and catastrophic climate change.”

– A court may step in when the President and the Congress are willing to “walk the 
Nation over a cliff.” The issue is “amount of fossil-fuel emissions that will irreparably 
devastate our Nation.” A district court receiving scientific testimony can make that 
finding and issue directives to the two other branches to stop it.
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The Kids’ Climate Plan
Joe Biden’s $5 trillion climate plan: 
Net zero emissions by 2050
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Sanders Debut $16 Trillion Green 
New Deal 
Plan would cost 20 times as much as FDR’s New Deal



The hard data today  -



Source:  American Museum of Natural History, Human Population Through Time
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PUwmA3Q0_OE&feature=youtu.be
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Five Facts

• Concentration of CO2 in the atmosphere. 2019 average was 
407.8 parts per million.

• Sea level: currently rising at the rate of 15 inches per 
century. (4mm/year) [But Rutgers says one foot in the next 
decade, two feet in three decades??]

• Global average surface temperature: as of 2019, 1.1 degrees 
Centigrade above “pre-industrial levels,” said to start 
somewhere between 1850 and 1900.

• Number of cars and trucks on the planet: more than one 
billion.

• GHG emissions in 2019? Estimated to be 52.6 gt. CO2e.
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GHG Emissions – Trends and 
Forecasts 



Source:  IPCC Climate Change 2014 Synthesis Report, Topic 1 (Observed Changes and 
their Causes), Figure SPM.1
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The oil & gas industry is the number one reason the United States leads the 
world in reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
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The oil & gas 
industry is 
responsible for 62% 
of the greenhouse 
gas emissions 
reductions in the 
electricity sector, 
compared to just 
38% for wind, solar, 
and other non-
carbon generation, 
according to the 
Energy Information 
Administration.



Assuming President Obama’s Clean Power Plan
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Modeling of Temperature Forecasts 
and Consequences 
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Deucalion and Pyrrha are figures in Greek mythology who survived a flood. To repopulate the Earth, 
they scattered rocks, and those rocks turned into the people.Giovanni Maria Bottala

Greek 
mythology 
who survived 
a flood.



A peevish interlude…
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Tornadic Activity in the U.S. 
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Source:  www.nature.com - Scientific Reports | 7:2336 | DOI:10.1038/s41598-017-02520-7
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Clean Future Act Regulates 
Methane

The emissions baseline is the year 2012.

• Existing sources must reduce
 by 2025, 65%
 by 2030, 90%

• No flaring from new sources 
• Flaring phased out by 2028
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What Conducts 
Electricity Best?
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Always Look on the Bright Side of Life
• Zheng, et al., “The Optimal CO2 Concentrations for the Growth of 

Three Perennial Grass Species,” BMC Plant Biology (2018).

• Optimal atmospheric concentration of CO2 to grow winter wheat is 
894 ppm

• For tall fescue 915 ppm
• For perennial ryegrass 1178 ppm
• For Kentucky Bluegrass 1386 ppm
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/


Stopped Greening

36

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/


Stopped Greening
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https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/earth-stopped-getting-greener-20-years-ago/
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https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/noaa-satellite-data-used-study-finding-significant-greening-earths-vegetative-areas

https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/noaa-satellite-data-used-study-finding-significant-greening-earths-vegetative-areas


Getting Greener
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https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/noaa-satellite-data-used-study-finding-significant-greening-earths-vegetative-areas

https://www.nesdis.noaa.gov/content/noaa-satellite-data-used-study-finding-significant-greening-earths-vegetative-areas




University of Arkansas
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Westerman fine-tuning  ‘Trillion 
Trees’ climate bill 
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The Real Solution?  

Forest Green New Deal  
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